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EU Foreign Ministers Want Mostar Elections On 
Time 


BR1405152896 Groot-Bygaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 14 May 9 p § 


[Report signed “CB”: “European Union Objecung To 
Postponement of Elections in Mostar’ | 


[FBIS Translated Text} Brussels — The European 
Union's foreign ministers want to avoid a postponement 
of elections in Mostar for fear of jeopardizing the enure 
peace process. This is the message they conveyed after 
an extremely chaotic Council meeting. 


Mecungs of foreign ministers are usually crammed with 
agenda items and talks, so that there is hardly any ume 
left for a thorough discussion. Uniess the presidency 
is in strict control of the situation, everything 1. upset. 
This is what happened yesterday. The issue of Mostar 
was discussed over lunch without first consulting the 
European adminisirator for Mostar, the Spaniard Perez 
Casado. 


It became clear, however, that the Fifteen want these 
elections to take place on 31 May as scheduled, even 
if there are problems with the return of refugees, and 
although the Muslims threaten to boycott the clecuions 
unless this problem is solved first. The clections in 
Mostar are seen as a test for cooperation between 
Muslims and Croats, and for the entire peace agreement 
in Bosnia. 


Greece obtained that the association talks with Cyprus 
can take place today as scheduled. However, Greece 
continues to stall the agreed financial support to Turkey 
on account of its disagreement with Turkey about some 
tiny islands in the Aegean Sea. Politically speaking, re- 
lations with Turkey and the promise of speedy member- 
ship talks with Cyprus, are closely intertwined 


One of the guests at yesterday's Council mecting was 
Lehanese Prime Minister Rafig al-Harin. He asked for 
supp ſor his country’s reconstruction, and suggested 
an amount of $1 billion. According to Belgian Minister 
Erik Derycke, the Union is definitely not willing to 
foot that bill alone. The Fifteen are getting increasingly 
frustrated about the fact that “everyone wants us to pay, 
but we are always sidetracked politically 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 1 


CoE President Explains Croatian Membership 
Postponement 

AU1S08123895 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1100 GMT 1S May 9 


[Telephone interview with Council of Europe President 
Lem Fischer by Michael Rochi in Cologne studw — 
live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Roch!] | now welcome on the 
telephone the president of the Council of Europe [COE], 
Lent Fischer. Ms. Fischer, what made the COE decide 
to delay Croatia's accession” 


[Fischer] The EU countries within the COE are a big 
bloc of 1S states, and the experience they made during 
the past few weeks, for instance in the negotiations in 
Mostar, has shown that several things that go on there 
do not meet the standards of the COE. Also, the debate 
on membership was a very serious, controversial, and a 
very open one. We thought that Zagreb would get the 
message. But the fact that Mr. Tudjman dissolved the 
Zagreb City Council ummediately afterward was a dect- 
sive factor in our decision. After all, the constitutional 
court had ruled that this was unconstitutional, 


[Roehl] The Parhamentary Assembly reached a com- 
pletely different decision. Were the reservations that se- 
rious? 


[Fischer] The debate was as serious and concerned as 
with 


[Roch!| but a different decision was made 


[Fischer] That can happen with votes. But it was not 
clear nght until the end. Nobody could predict the 
outcome, which was just the same with Russia. It was 
exciting until the last moment. All the more so, since 
there were several applications in the Assembly to delay 
the entire membership procedure. But this would have 
heen the fifth time. Maybe the majonty of deputies did 
not want that. There were also recommendations within 
the Assembly to make the same decision that has now 
heen made, namely to delay action somewhat and sec 
membership in closer context with the fulfillment of the 
Dayton agreement 


[Roch!| Ms. Fischer. you have already mentioned Rus. 
sia, which was accepted as a COE member after a 
lengthy procedure. Is democracy there more stable than 
it isin Croatia, of are two different standards being ap- 
pled’ 


[Fischer) | would not say that different standards are 
heing applied It has to be stated very clearly that the 
Russian Government and a large part of the reformist 
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forces in the Duma — who have never had any demo- 
cratic tradition in their country — are really making an 
effort to establish democratic conditions in thei huge 
country. One cannot say that special rules are applied to 
a big country, but the Russian parliamentarians and the 
Russian Government are making more senous efforts 
than you, |, and part of the members of the Assembly 
see in Croatia at the moment. 


[Rochi} On: of the reasons why Russia was accepted 
may have been to give it an incentive for democratiza- 
uon. Could that not have been enough reason for Tudy- 
man to speed up democratization in ‘us Country’ 


[Fischer] | think that a ereat deal of the justified 
criticism concentrates on Tudyman. We must not forget 
that there are a number of good, democratic people im 
the Croatian parliament, who have also done a lot of 
hard work in the guest delegation of the COE. When 
you look at the Zagreb City Council, the efforts by 
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the press, you must say that the development in the 
country could he much more positive and that much 
of the criucism concentrates on Mr. Tudjman. The 
Pathamentary Assembly also had to decide whether to 
support the democratic forces or issue a warning to the 
government to Make a greater ctfort, also — where the 
party 1s concerned — an effort to reduce the influence 
of the Bosman Croats somewhat, who have a great deal 
of influence in the party 


{[Roch!] When will a new decision be made on Croatia's 
membership in the COE’ 


[Fischer] Another debate will be held on 4) May in the 
Committee of Ministers or a smaller group. If Croatia 
makes many convincing efforts, it Could he accepted in 
June. But it 1s also possibie that one will wait for the 
outcome of part of the clections 
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Belgium 


Belgium: Senate Adopts Resolution on Embargo 
Against Iraq 

BRIO0S142796 Brussels LE SOIR in French 

10 May 9% p& 


[Article signed “B.L.”: “Irag: Belgian Senate Requests 
Selecuve Embargo” | 


(FBIS Translated Text} On Thursday [9 May] the 
Beigian Senate departed from its usual discretion when 
it comes to foreign policy and adopted a resolution on 
the arms embargo against Irag, in force since 1990. 
The resolution, submitted by Senators Paul Stacs of 
the CVP [Christian People’s Party] and Anne-Marie 
Lizin of the PS [French-speaking Socialist Party}, does 
not deny the local suffering due to Saddam Husayn’s 
regime but notes that “it is politically naive to suppose 
that, as a result of the UN embargo, the people will 
rise up against their leaderis), the maintenance of an 
unchanged embargo meaning in effect that the United 
Nations is continuing to exhaust and punish the Iraqi 
population, while the regime remains unaffected. The 
resolution recommends “a more sclective embargo, 
targeted at the regime, and taking more account of the 
fundamental human rights of the Iragi people.” Finally, 
the foreign minister 1s requested “to call upon the UN 
Security Council and European Union foreign ministers 
to reorganize the embargo to this effect 


At a ume when the Iraqis are embarking upon ther 
fourth round of negotiations with the United Nations 
on a resolution which would allow Irag to sell $2 
billion of oi! every six months in order to buy food and 
medicine under UN control, the short-term aim of the 
Belgian resolution 1s to express the support of majonty 
parliamentary groups for Foreign Minister Enk Derycke 
in this debate. In New York, negotiations seem to be 
stalling due to attempts by Great Britain and the United 
States to impose new conditions, contrary to the desires 
of other permanent members of the Security Council 


Senator Stacs, who has made two trips to Iraq since 
the Gulf War, and Mrs. Livin, who was in Baghdad 
last month, won over Senate colleagues with reports 
stressing the worsening health situation. Children are 
the hardest hit and the UN Food and Agriculture Or- 
gamization [FAQ] estimates that the economic sanctions 
have already caused the death of some... $60,000 chil- 
dren 


Mrs. Lizin, mayor of Huy, returned visibly moved from 
her wip to Irag. Her report describes an apocalyptic 
health situation, deteriorating by the year, with a trail 
of human tragedies. the nee of Islamic fundamentalism, 
begging. and also crime. The country is in the grip of 
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growing insecunty, including on the Amman-Baghdad 
highway where several Jordanian drivers were recently 
killed by robbers. 


But the resolution’s Senate backers presented more than 
humanitanan arguments alone, beheving that Europe. 
and also Belgium, should make its vowe heard more 
Clearly at the political and economuc level. Successive 
delegations to Baghdad from all over the world have 
understood this. Among them, Mrs. Lizin saw just two 
Belgians. sent by Petrofina. 


Netherlands 


Netherlands: Centrzi Bank Governor Appointed 
EMI President 


BR1ISOS1S3096 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT 
in Dutch 15 May 9 pp i, 2 


[Unattributed report: “Duisenberg Is To Lead Monetary 
Europe" | 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Amsterdam — Wim Duisen- 
berg, at present sull president of The Netherlands Bank, 
is to become the top boss of monetary Europe. He has 
the highest chance of becoming president of the Euro- 
pean Central Bank (ECB), under whose authority the 
first European coins will be minted. Duisenherg will 
first become president of the European Monctary Insti- 
tute [EMI], the forerunner to the ECB, on | July 1997 


Duisenherg’s candidacy for the European top monetary 
position is beyond all daubt He is the longest sitting 
bank president in Europe. He ranks as the elder states. 
man of the central bank presidents and is regularly ap- 
proached by colleagues for advice. In addition he has 
the confidence of the financial markets and — vital for 
this position — of the German authorities, and he enjoys 
prestige because of the still harder guilder. In addition 
there was no other candidate. 


The decision to put forward Duisenberg as the successor 
of the Belgian Alexandre Lamfalussy, who 1s the current 
EMI president, was taken on Monday by the governors 
of this institution. Duisenherg is onc of them. The 15 
gentiemen, all central bankers, know cach other inside 
out. They meet one another constantly. If not at the 
EMI in Frankfurt, then they see cach other at the Bank 
for International Settlements in Basel of the IMF in 
Washington 


The central bankers are cager to see thei presentation 
of Dussenherg also followed by the European heads 
of government. who formally sill have to decide the 
appomtment. The ECB is to become an institution which 
works politically independently In past months the 
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mood has been sounded out in the European capitals 
and Duisenberg has nothing to fear. [passage omitted] 


A crucial moment will come tor Duisenherg in carly 
1998 when Europe has to decide whether there will be 
monetary union and therefore the ECB on | January 
1999. Then the first ECB president will also have 
to be appointed and Duisenberg is the most obvious 
candidate 


With his move from the Netherlands central bank in 
Amsterdam to the EMI in Frankfurt Duisenberg is 
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making it clear that he beheves that European Monctary 
Unica will go ahead on | January 1999. From the start 
Duisenberg has been present at the preparations and in 
recemt’ months, when dou started to creep in about 
the realizauon of the European currency in the highest 
European government circles, he conunued to support 
this project. From a postponement only abandonment 
would come, he said. [passage omutted) 
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UK: ‘Transcript’ of Major, Chirac News 
Conference 

LDISOS170496 (Internet) FCO On-Line WWW Service 
in English 15 May 9% 


[Edned wanscnpt” of news conference by UK Prime 
Minister John Major and French President Jacques 
Chirac, in London on 15 May 1996) 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) 


BRITAIN AND FRANCE 


PRESIDENT CHIRAC: The first subject discussed, be- 
Cause it is an urgent topical matter with many conse- 
quences, was BSE [bovine spongiform encephalopathy} 
and the beef problem. There must be solidarity in a cri- 
sis of this kand in Europe and we want solidarity really 
to mean something, not just to be a vain word. And | 


hope this will come out clearly very soon, and perhaps 
even today im practical terms 


We also discussed the preparation of the (GC [Inter- 
governmental Conference) and the problems linked to 
the present evoluvon of Europe, developments. enlarge- 
meant, the single currency ci. We discussed questions 
of tulateral military co-operation, which is an arca in 
which there is very considerable convergence between 
England and Prance. We also of course discussed a num- 
ber of difficult situations in the modern world, and in 
particular Bosnia, but also Burundi and other problems. 


And lastly we discussed bilateral issues. We took 
jount decisions relating to cultural or education affairs, 
im particular for the exchange of young students for 
secondary school exchanges. Also, a common policy 
on books publishing and translation. 


PRIME MINISTER. In a large number of areas we have 
very positive and very detailed co-operation, defence 
in particular, the exchange of students perhaps being 


4 parucularly relevant one for the relavonship between 
Britain and Prance 


We have discussed in parucular ways in which we might 
co-operate and look at one another's positions in the 
intergovernmental conference 

ht * extremely important that we get the gelatine, tallow 
and semen ban lifted. | am grateful for the very positive 


role that the President in particular has played in seeking 
to ensure that Gus comes about. 


We have touched on a wide range of international issues 
as well the expansion of NATO. and we looked a 
the :elabonships and the changes that are happening in 
differem parts of the world Bul the predominant part 
of the discussion was based upon European maticrs and 
aer al matters 


UNITED KINGDOM s 


QUESTION (Adam Boulton, Sky) Mr President, if 
British beef is good cnough for you to cat, why ts i not 
good cavugh to be traded freely within the European 
Community’ 


PRESIDENT CHIRAC: There is a few. a fea of 
disease, a fear of iliness, and ut is very difficult to 
overcome that. The British Government has put all its 
resources to bear to convince the Commission and the 
European Union of the need to have a plan which 
will, in the long term and without nsk restore, faith 
in beef consumpuon. We must go ahead step by step 
The Commission is going to propose that the embargo 
be removed. France favours that positon. This will 
apply to gelaune, tallow and semen, of course, subject 
to comphance with the technical conditions which the 
Commussion has included in its proposal. 


This is a problem that affects the whole of Burope and 
it 1s up to Burope to express solidarity when solidanty 
is needed. | do hope that thal strong solidarity will be 
expressed 


QUESTION: Middle East peace has not been raised in 
your talks but will st be conssdered here in the future hy 
the European Union as a whole’ 


PRIME MINISTER: Lebanon is in a fragile postion 
and we are looking for further progress. There is 4 
great deal of bilateral co-operation. parucularly between 
our Foreign Ministers but also directly between the 
President and | dealing with this parvcular prohiem 
There are some areas where the European Union can 
play a role, but predominantly the role will be played by 
the members of the Permanent Five, by Britain, Prance 
and the United States operating laterally 


QUESTION (Nicholas Wiichell, BBC) Mr President, 
have you heard anything from Pnme Minister Major 
taday to make you wholeheartedly confident that Britain 


will be, as you said at Buckingham Palace last might. a 
cornerstone in the construction of Europe’ 


PRESIDENT CHIRAC: Our discussion on European 
matiert are on- going hetween our two countries and 
the British Prime Minister is Commutiod to participating 
acuvely in the future of Europe | understand compictely 
the posivons on both sides. and the problems, bul we 
always settle our problems in an open and friendly 
manner. You cannot have the future of Europe built 
without a strong Brush presence and without Britain 
heing heard 


QUESTION. Today the Commission is bringing out 
a report on how the various countnes in the EU 
ae complying as far as dete ts concerned. and the 
implcatons for the Maastricht criteria Do you have 
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any comments on the cconomy and a single currency, 
if we so decade, by 1999" 


PRIME MINISTER: We will al! look at the Commission 
report with some interest. But as to mecting those sort 
of criteria, it © the Britush Government's policy, in any 
event, to meet criteria like these for good economic 
reasons. We will also look at how ut indicates the 
economac readiness for a single Currency amongst many 


of our partners. 


PRESIDENT CHIRAC: You should not beleve that 
the convergence criteria ave the only clements to be 
achieved to create a single currency. The convergence 
cttteria ate founded on good, common sense, based 
on sound management of the cconomy. The UK is a 
country where unemployment has fallen. There is a link 
between sound, wise. financial management and jobs. 
(uher countries have not been as wise as the United 
Kingdom im past years and so they now face deficit and 
unemployment promiems 


QUESTION: Do you think that there will be rapprache- 
ment hetween the UK and French postions on the con- 
cept of the EU and the role of nation states in that union” 


PRESIDENT CHIRAC: My concern i to ensure that 
there is the greatest level of rapprochement between 
British and Preach views. Construction of Burope can- 
not he effective without agreement wih Britain. Reform 
is an on-going effort 


UK: French President Chirac Addresses Parliament 


LDISOS1432% Paris LCI Television in French 
1039 GMT 15 May % 


[Address by French President Jacques Chirac to a pout 
session of Parliament — live} 


[PRIS Translated Excerpt} Lord Chancellor, Madam 
of the Commons: As | address the two chambers of the 
British Parliament today at this distinguished venue, | 
am fully aware of the honor bestowed upon me and | 
would like to thank you, Lord Chancellor, for the words 
of welcome and fnendship you have just expressed with 
a lot of humor [passage omitted] 


1 salute the farsightedness and will which made British 
officials youn the European Community 20 years ago So 
much progress has heen made since that time without us 
heing constantly aware of it. The des're to porn Burope 
by countnes outede of the Union gives us the best way 
© gauge things There are very few countries on our 
continent that do not aspire today to jou thes space 
of freedom, peace, and prosperity im cris, which we 
embody [passage omitted) 
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There is the need now, and more than any time 
before, to progress together and the fact ss thal cur 


an island anymore. | think mainly about the strength 
and the volume of our exchanges. Millions of citizens 


from our countries go to cach other's territory every 
year. With a total of about 200 bilhon francs, our 
investments in cach other's country an: conunucusly 


growing. [passage omutied). 


Let us have the ambivon to strengthen a global part- 
nership between our two Countries, ict us combine our 
diplomacies. The British and Prench already cooper- 
ate successfully in the defense field. Being permanen' 
members of the UN Security Council and nuclear pow- 
ers which have significant convenuonal forces, both the 
United Kingdom and France have jot strategic inter- 
ests. They can together assume thew international re- 
sponsitilities, first of all on the doors of the EU where 
there are, alas, ethnic and religious conflicts, which are 
so many challenges to our values and our vision of the 
continent's future. 


The world has been through large-scale changes in the 
last few years, and perhaps we have not weighed up all 
their consequences. The disappearance of Communism 
cannot alone guarantee peace and statulity in Europe 
This new freedom. the sudden cxpression of long. 
sufled aspirations, have also resurrected former demons 
nationalism, xenophotma, hatred, war. In fact. we have 
entered an era of transition and uncertainty, a new world 
1s taking shape, less somple than before, a world that 
is tich with promises but also heavy with risks. In this 
uncertain Europe, the United Kingdom and Prance bring 
and should bring together an essrntial Contribution to 
security and to peace 


The resolute action we undertook side by side in former 
Yugoslavia is evidence of what can be achieved by 
the Britush and the Prench when they work hand in 
hand. May | here salute our armed forces engaged in 
Bosnia. | pay tribute to the soldiers who have been 
killed of injured for peace and also a certain wea of 
man's trumph. Over there, our two countries, for more 
than four years, have made the casential of the mulitary, 
humanitarian, and diplomatic efforts The setung up in 
June 1995. at the mnitiative of the United Kingdom and 
France, of the Rap Deployment Force unbicc kod the 
situation and restored the credshlity of the international 
community un the former Yugoslavia 
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Cur will for consultahon was also shown im the strate- 
gx domaim stressing the solbdarity of our vital mmterests. 
John Major, whom | am happy to salute amucably here. 


the same occasion, we inaugurated the High Wycombe. 
based Pranco-Briush European aw group. and | want us 
to develop the perspectives now open — to make devi- 
sons. Finally. wc should make our forces more comple- 
memary to cach other by equipping them with common 
equipment. In Gus respect, there ave projects. such as for 
a Pranco-Britush frigate. but this harmomizavon of our 
defense means should come within a wider framewor’ 
of a European amaments policy, which would be an 
essential Component of a genuine European defense 


These Doughts come within the scape of the Imtergov- 

cramental Conference, which started in Turin on 29 

March of thus year. Indeed, one of the maim objectives 

of the negotiations 1s to endow Europe with a real punt 

foreign and security pwlicy which can allow i to pull 
when 


trans Atlantic relations and of its willingness to Lake part 
fully in the renovation of the Alliance by developing 
within ot a European defense entity that can be visible 
a# a poltical level and efficient at a military level 


| would lke to praise the exemplary cooperation he- 
tween France and the United Kingdom to fulfill tus 


The Intergovernmenul Conference must also reform the 
European imsutubons with the prospect of the upcoming 


Kingdom have stances that are very simular We would 
like the central role of the Council of Ministers i 
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the European construction to he restored We would 
like to factietate the Cowncsl s deceson-making process. 
while preserving the cautiement of member states to call 
upon a vital Babonal interest We suppor ¢ reduction im 
staffing numbers a the European Comousson, which 
must play its role fully, but whach must confine mself to 
its remuat 


We want European institutions to he more democrat | 
know that the Brosh Parlhamest follows up closely the 
activity of the European Unon France also suggests 
that national parliaments should have more input in the 
Community's decrons 


We ate aware that 9 a Europe with 25 members and 
more, some states should he 1m a posstion to go faster and 
further. and to estaMinh among themecives remforced 
cooperahon schemes to which all would he entitled 
Although we differ on certain tweucs, Prance and the 
Unned Kingdom must work together for the success 
of the conference. for the renovation of European 
construction. The prime minister and myself are poung 
to pledge to rewmforce our dialogue and our consultations 
for the comung weeks and months Then. and only then. 
can Europe become Larger 


Bath London and Pats hope that the central and castern 
European countnes will jon the Buropean Union For 
a long me. they were separated from us by the Iron 
Curtan. They sow enjoy freedom and democracy once 
again. Let us help them jon our umon to seal the 
reconciliaven of our contunent. Tat is our historic duty, 
although we know that thu endeavor will take a long 
ume 


Another phase — a vital one for the constructon of 
Europe — will he Complete when we a tieve economn 
and monctay umon and when we move on to a 
single currency. lt is true that thes 1s a very amiutous 
Propect wich umphes uncertainties. Put which also Dolds 
promises of a single market wtech would work hetter of 
growth — and hence of poh creation — of cohesson and 
soldarity withen the Union. and of mcreasod influcace 
on the world coomomic stage. wince the wagle currency 
is to Ke the other great currency | as beard] in the future 


France will meet the monetary union deadline, and | 
would like to repeat here that | am determined to stick 
to the « hedule 


The Maastractt Treaty gives you full freedom to come 
to a decision Of your own pattxipation | am convinced 
that when the ime Comes you will know how to apprecs 
ate the drawha ks and also measure the advantages it of. 
fers (On its part, Prance wishes that you will he present 
in that great enterprise, if you comssder that useful for 
Great Brawn Of course, there are oil! some protierm 
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bold and 


Among these 1s the question of setung up relations be- 


Europeans and, in particulat, the citizens of our two 
natons invented a social model which guarantees for 


j 
— 
EA 


What would Europe be if ut lost touch with the mam 
factor which ts Man. Our two societies have placed Man 
mm che heart of their projects and ideals 


Europe must assert itself at the service of citizens, 
respond to thew preaccupations, bring Concrete solutions 
to the problems they encounter, and Uunk of nothing but 
w reduce unemployment and splits in saciety. 

While talking to you, | ink about the catastrophe which 
the epiderm< affecting cows represents for England and 
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which must once again find its vacation in hemng one of 
the driving forces of development and progress on our 
planet 
We must put in place a true European wchitecture of 
which imphes the reform of transatlantuc tes. 
an accord with Russia We must have an ambitious 
policy to coordinate our efforts with those of 
thal great conunent which is reawakening We must 
continue our efforts to ensure thal the peace process 
guarantees stability and development in the Middle 
East, and that it allows a Buro-Mednerrancan policy 
which resumes the traditions of 
civilization in that region of the world. We must te 
involved in the development of Latin America which 
is today resolutely commiutted to the path of democracy 
and progress 
We must also — and | have just mentioned thu while 
speaking of aid to the developing countics — affirm 
our sohdarity with an Africa which is facing so many 
probiems — problems whose ongin is largely to be 
found im the behavior of the Buropean nations over 
more than four centuries. In shor, we must share a 
common will to give Europe and its consutuent nations 


the responsitlives imcumbent upon them 


When General De Gaulle made his state vient on 1960). 
he wound up his address on this same platform by 
speaking of bis confidence in the common achon: of 
Great Britain and Prance — actions of which he was 
the personal incarnavon during the dark hours of the 
war — and this ts what he sad: Which countries if non 
our . Share, despite thew differences. such sila 
goals’ Which people know better than Prance and Great 

nothong will save the world cicept wisdom 
and steadfasiness. of which these two countries oc 


That call to action and that appeal for loyalty map ow 
for tomorrow the same course of achon a yesterday 
The task which faces us calls for an accurate apprec: 
avon of what is af stake. and a prudent ascument of 
the resources Wrought into play In shor — wisdom and 
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foresight That task also calls for scadfastness. in other 
words consistency i the pursuit of our goals, determ- 


| know that cur two peaple awe worthy of this amtunion 
They prowed « yesterday. and they will prove « agun 
tomorrow. Thank you. [applause] 


UK: Chirac UK To Take Greater Role in Europe 


LDIGOS 108696 Pare France Inter Radw Network 
on French 0600 GMT 16 May % 


(PBIS Translated Excerpt] Today, Prewdent Chora will 
watt the second part of hes state vis, to Protas He will 
viet Glasgow, Scotland, together wh Prace Charles 
The head of state will vies a run<iown cuba which is 
heing rehabilitated The rate of uncren) wrocet there is 


above 4 percent 


All day yesterday, whether he was speaking to Joho 
Major of addressing Briush parliamentarians and hus. 
ness leaders, the present of the repubix pleaded for 
Britain which will play a larger part in the construction 
of Burope. Jacques Chirac made the same pica when be 
received the Prench community a the Lycee Chaties de 
Gaulle mm London 


{Begin Chwrac recording) By comung here. | wanted to 
demonstrate the desire of the French Government. as 
well a my own, of course, to svengthen the relavon 
we have with Britain a if ot were the most natural thing 
in the world We have not fought for a long tome, and we 
can rule out wach an occurrence af least for the medium 


term [leughter| 


Furthermore, we have a major interest in common We 
have a somlar approach concerning security and the 
future such as we sce t for Burope Burope will not 
he atueved without the Briush ft is out of the question 
for us to be atic to build seously a strong Europe in 
whah England (as heard) would oot have a strong, self. 
confident, and serene vouce [end recording) [passage 
omutted | 


UK: Trimble Agrees to Mitchell Heading 

De ome ie toning Rodd) 

MS/G051 10706 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES on Englioh 
iS May p? 


[Report by Prank Millar “TromPle Agroes to Key Rote 
for Michell} 

(PBIS Tramscrited Teat) The Brush government is 
comedennag a compromace proposa) which would enahic 
ai paroesto address the dex commissioning issue wtiic 
aiceing poltxal segotiatons in Northern Ireland to 
proceed after June (hh 


UNITED KINGDOM , 


Aad it 1s understoed the Prome Monister, Mr Jotin Major 
has sccured Mr Daved Tremilc +s agreeticnt that the 
former US. senator, Mr George Machel. whe beaded 
the International Bedy on Decommissioning should 
play a icy role mm the talks prowess to Peg after the 
North's clecthoms of May “nh 


The trish Times has Peen teld the Compromise proposal 
would sce the meue of decommemconng paanirtay 
weapons referred to an all-paty commetire whee the 
negotiations are convened in Belfast on June 1th 


The suggestam Hebeved to have heen discussed hy 
the Prime Minister and the Ulster Unione leader 
on Monday, «= that Mr Machel! could %e meted to 
chaw that commettec Pending ts report. the mda atoms 
ae that the Uleter Unromets would apree to contnuc 
discussions with the other parties about the agendas and 
tumetahic for the negotiation process 


Al a glance, thes looks lhe 4 variate of the recent 
proposal by the Tanaiste, Mr Spring. that the decom 
mssoning suc showld Nocome the fourth stand of 
the prowess However. the crucial difference is that nom 
mecs of all the parties would he involved in addressing 
Joc ommivconing 


Gen John de Chastelan of Catala eho served along 
sde Mr Mirichell om the International Badly. is widely 
capected to he wnvited to head tac verification Comme 
won. However, semor umonmst sources lat night dn 
counted suggestions that Mr Mitchell would also he rn 
vited to chaw the crucial Strand 2 North South talks 
saying thata wholly independent .andidate would he 
required for that role. st ts waderstond that an Austrahan 
deplomal is among a surmher of candidates under con. 
sideration in London 


However, the neh Goveramenrt ts antious to hawe Mr 
Michell eagaged (in the widest powwhc front in the 
talks process, and comenders his role crucial to satisfying 
rep abicans that the negotiations will he for real 
and thus ao to attempts to have the IRA comctire 
reinstated 


Meanwhile, senew unionists say Dutiin atiempts to 
revive the Jent Pramework proposals cuthning the 
agreed London Dubin wew of the parameters of any 
bkely settiement. could place them relationethep with Mr 
Major's government under fresh stan 


Convenced tha Mr Major's room for manceurre 
senously lemted some unionists af Westruneter are 
privately predating that the peace prowess could om ans 
evem, he interrupted Py 4 soap Gecron Py the Prome 
Minister to call an Cicteher general clacton 
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UK: Major Discusses Ulster Peace Talks 


MS1605112296 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
16 May 9 p 


[Article by UK Prime Minister John Major: “Glimpse of 
Lasting Peace Must be Turticd Into Reality”; received 
via Internet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The agenda is open. 
All Parties Will be Treated Equally in 


and lasting settlement has been, and will continue to be, 
long and painstaking. 


The last few months have seen encouri zing progress. 
The all- party talks starting on June 10th are the 
substantive negotiations since 1992. Meanwhile all 

major partes, and many smaller ones, will take 
in the clections in Northern Ireland on May 30th. 
elections “ill prepare the way for the talks ur 
the mam..c to negotiate they give to the elected 


Each successful party will choose its negotiating team 
from among its representatives. All the elected represen- 
tatives will also be cligible to sit in a Forum designed 
to promote dialogue and mutual understanding. The Fo- 
rum cannot determine the course of the negotiations but 
can make an important contribution in promoting dia- 
logue hetween the parties and stimulating wider public 
involvement. 


These new moves reflect the overwhelming desire for 
peace of all the people of Northern Ireland, and their 
determination to preserve the new quality of life they 
have enjoyed since August 1994, when the IRA declared 
their ceasefire. They want to build on the huge progress 
made in Northern Ireland in recent years: higher eco- 
nomic and social standards, new investment and jobs, 
fairer treatment in the workplace and elsewhere. 


A Unique Chance To Vote for Peace 


These elections give the peopie of Northern Ireland a 
unique chance to vote for peace and make sure their 
views are known. | hope that as many as possible, from 
ali sides of the community, will take this chance. It is an 
opportunity to embrace negotiavon and reject violence 
once and for all. Much has been made of the apparent 
complexity of the electoral system. But cach voter only 
has to place one cross against the party of his choice. 
Nothing could be easier or simpler in practice. It will 
he a vote for democracy and negotiation. 
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Once the elecuons are over, the route to the negotiations 
is Clear, direct and automatic. And let me be absoluicly 
clear about the Brush government's intention to ensure 
that these negotiations will be a genuine and serous ef- 
fort to reach a comprehensive settlement, covering ail 
the issues of concern and acceptable to all concerned. 
The purpose of the negotiations is arrangements for the 
future government of Northern Ireland, within a frame- 
work of stable relationships within the island of Ire- 
land and between the peoples of these islands, which 
can command the widest possible acceptability, accom- 
modate diversity and provide for the necessary mutual 
reconciliation. For our part, the British government is 
commitied to putting into effect whatever is agreed at 
the negotiauions, provided it is endorsed by the people 
of Northern Ireland by way of a referendum. 


What are the prospects for these negotiations? The 
British government will work unremittingly to make 
a success of them. But much depends on the parties 
themselves. No party can dictate what a settlement will 
look like. No party can expect to get all it wants. All 
parties need to be committed to making a success of 
the negotiations and to persisting with them even when 
the going gets tough. Readiness to compromise will be 
essential on the part of all concerned. 


If the negotiations are approached in this spirit, as 
they will be by us, I am confident about the prospects 
for success. It 1s clear that, whatever the differences 
between the two political traditions in Northern Ireland, 
the gap is by no means unbridgeabic. The shape of an 
eventual settiement can occasionally be glimpsed behind 
the sound and fury of the parties. The task is to turn this 
glimpse into reality. 


The Shadow of Paramilitary Violence 


But there is a huge shadow over this prospect’ The 
shadow of paramilitary violence, and in parucular the 
shadow of the breakdown of the IRA ceasefire, and the 
violence since then. 


The British and Irish governments have made absolutely 
clear that they want al! the parties in Northern Ircland 
to be at the negotiations. But they have made it just 
as clear that, without an unequivocal restoration of the 
IRA ceasefire, Sinn Fein cannot take thei place in the 
regouations. The point is simple. All Uk participants in 
the negotiations must be able to show their commitment 
to exclusively peaceful means and to the democratic 
process. Sinn Fein cannot do so with any credibility if 
the organisation with which they are linked 1s contin ung 
violence. 


John Bruten’s speech in Finglas a couple of weeks ago 
spelled out how the two governments have worked to 
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ensure a genuine process of negotiation, and set out the 
reasons for Sinn Fein and the IRA to follow peaceful, 
democratic means. 

I endorse in particular the call he made in that speech 
for a renewed ceasefire. | want Sinn Fein to be part of 
the negotiations. They have an importani contribution 
to make. But they cannot make it while there is no 
IRA ceasefire in place. The talks will, in any event, go 
ahead. And it must be in the interests of all parties, and 
the voters they represent, to make their own case. 


I said that | was confident that the negotiations could 
succeed. But confidence is an ingredient sadly lacking 
between the parties themselves. On the nationalist sidc, 
confidence is needed that a meaningful and inclusive 
process of negotiations is on offer. The British govern- 
ment has sought to build that confidence. The agenda 
is open. All parties will be treated equally in the ne- 
gotiations. No one can be forced to agree against their 
will. No outcome to the talks is predetermined. No one 
wants to drag out the process. 


Decommissioning Will Need to be Addressed 


But confidence 1s also needed that the paramilitaries will 
not seek to use or threaten force if they cannot get their 
way at the negotiating table. The unionists in particular 
need to have this confidence. That is why the decom- 
missioning of paramilitary weapons, as called for by the 
Mitchell Report, remains so important. The British and 
Irish governments have agreed thai all the participants 
in the negotiations will have to make clear at the begin- 
ning of the talks thei total and absolute commitment 
to the principles of democracy and nonviolence set out 
ip the Mitchel! Report. Decommissioning will also need 
to be addressed at the beginning of the talks and agree- 
ment reached on how Mitchell's recommendations on 
decommissioning can be taken forward, v thout block- 


This is a formidable challenge, among many other 
formidable challenges. But, like the others, | believe 
it can be met. The objective is a negotiated settlement. 
We have taken risks before in search of this objective. 
We shall do so again. Let no one dou our continuing 
commitment. But we also need a willingness among al! 
the Northern Ireland parties to engage in genuine, open 
dialogue with cach other, and readiness to reach the 
compromises that will be necessary to move forward. 


Both the British and Insh governments have a vital role 
to play in making peace and a negotiated settiement 
in Northern Ireland possible. That we share so much 
in common culturally and politically, not least our 
fundamental commitment to democracy and its values, 
makes the task casier. The prize is great: A prosperous 
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and peaceful future for the people of Northern Ireland, 
and for all the people of these islands. We must not let 


the opportunity slip now. 


UK: Spokesman Clarifies Major’s Article on Ulster 
Talks 

LD1605112396 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 1104 GMT 16 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [passage indisunct] Downing 
Street later ins*sted the Prime Minister's “important” 
article was “enurely consistent with everything said in 
the past”. A spokesman said the Government adhered 
to Senator Mitchell's recommendations. “He talks about 
decommissioning going on as the process of talks goes 
on. 


Refuting accusations of ambiguity in the Irish Times 
article, the spokesman added: “We will have to sort 
out decommissioning from the outset. We are going to 
discuss it at the outset and reach agreement on what it 
means in the confines of Mitchell.” 


The key sentence in the newspaper article stated that 
agreement had to be reached on how “decommissioning 
could be taken forward without blocking negotiations”. 


This was being interpreted as a step towards Irish Gov- 
ernment proposals that separate talks on decommission- 
ing could take place alongside main talks. But Downing 
Street said far too much was being made of the words 
“without blocking negotiations”. 


A spokesman said: “Decommussioning will always need 
to be addressed at the beginning of talks and aye cement 
reached.” 


UK: Maginnis Responds to Major’s Newspaper 
Article 


MS1605094796 London BBC 1 Television Network 
in English 0600 GMT 16 May 96 


[Telephone interview with Ken Maginnis of the Ulster 
Unionist Party, by Andrew Harvey from the “Breakfast 
News” program — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Havey] Well on the line now 
is Ken Maginnis of the Ulster Unionist Party, morning 
to you Mr Maginnis. 


[Maginnis] Good morning. 
[Harvey] Does this cause you concern’ 


[Maginnis] Well | am always concerned about anything 
to do with weapons and explosives that can destroy our 
society as they have done for the past twenty-six years. 
But let me say this, the prime minister irrespective of 
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what the emphasis or who he is talking to. andremember = [Correspondent] Are you encouraged? 
he is talking to the Irish government, he is talkin ) , 
sain Hate, —— [Adams] Well, you know, you pick out — ! suppose i's 
hich ie aot os well os ins 5 on ond as you a bit like the parson’s egg — a wee bit of Mr. Major's 
would have in the United Kingdom, and there he is statement, where he wants to see Sinn Fein involved, he 
ioe fests Ghane fo y, but of c says, and then he goes on to say that Sinn Fein cannot 


technicalities of disarmament are an enurely different 
matter, and those technicalities will be dealt with during 
the course, and one would hope in fact that there would 
some understanding before we even got to the table as 
to how those technicalities would be dealt with. 


[Harvey] But he is clearly saying isn’t he that decom- 
missioning can be — they must discuss how decom- 
missioning can be taken forward without blocking the 
negotiations, it sounds like a change of emphasis’ 


[Maginnis] That's — you and | know that you can say 
what you like, but that is not possible. You cannot 
possibly have some sort of political agreement where 
everyone goes home and says that’s fine, but of course 
there is a hundred tons of IRA weapons out there and 
there is seven or eight tons of loyalist weapons out there, 
and they do not really matter, they do not come into the 
equation, of course they do, and of course we will be 
sticking firm and hard to that particular issue. It will 
have to be dealt with, there will have be a disarmament 
and verification commirsion appointed, and one would 
hope that the prime minister, even if he has not said 
it, is already thinking about people who will make up 
that disarmament commission. There will have to be 
a benchmarking process, so thal in fact we can judge 
exactly how quickly and how well the decommissioning 
is going. Otherwise Sinn Fein/IRA will quite simply not 
be able to enter the talks, or another paramilitary that 
descends from that particular process. 


{Harvey} Ken Maginnis thanks very much. 
(Maginnis) Thank you. 


UK: Sima Fein’s Adams Reacts to Major's Article 


LD1605102296 Dublin RTE Radio One \ -twork 
in English 0745 GMT 16 May % 


[Telephone interview with Sinn Fei leader Gerry 
Adams by unidentified correspondent —live} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Let's go back to that statement 
on the North from the British Prime Minister John 
Major. And here's another quote: “I want Sinn Fein 
to be part of the negotiations. They have an important 
contribution to make.” But will they make i’ Gerry 
Adams of Sinn Fein is on the line. Good morning, Mr. 
Adams. 


{Adams} Good morning. 


be involved. He goes on to say that the elections will 
prepare the way for talks though the mandate they give 
to elected representatives. Then he goes on to say that 
Sinn Fein will be outside... 


(Correspondent, interrupting) As long as the IRA cease- 
fire 1s... 


|Adams, interrupting] Well, | want to make a number of 
points, you see. Sinn Fein is not the IRA, and the IRA 
to my most certain knowledge is not standing in these 
clections, and Sinn Fein is a party which has a mandate 
already. We're seeking to renew that mandate, we will 
renew thal mandate... 


{Correspondent, interrupung) But you know that that 
distinction is not being made. 


{Adams} Well, excuse me, I have to make that distinc- 
tion. Don't expect me to collude in the exclusion or 
the undermining of the rights of those who vote for our 
party. Now let me, having said thal, go on to make 
what | think is a balanced comment on this statement 
by Mr. Major. The Taoiseach [prime minister] made a 
detailed statement of the Insh government's intenuions 
in his speech at Finglis, and I'm afraid that Mr. Major 
has not matched that. He has ignored some issues and 
fudged others and failed to give the detailed breakdown 
that Mr. Bruton did. And | also can see that there's a 
very understandable focus on his remarks on decommis- 
sioning. 


[Correspondent] Well, can we just talk about that first, 
because he has addressed other issues that presumably 
you would find satisfactory in talking about their 
commitment to the process, but also the notion of them 
being meaningful and inclusive, which is what you 
wanted But on the issue of decommissioning, isn't that 
surely a satisfactory suggestion at this stage” 


[Adams] Well, let me say that we have said for 
some very long time that decommissioning should be 
removed as a blockage, and | agree with Mr. Major 
where he says this in this declaration. We have also 
made suggestions on how U . can be removed as a 
blockage and how it can be addressed and how al! 
the relaied issues can also be resolved to everyone's 
satisfaction. And I think the tanaiste [deputy Irish prime 
minister and foreign ministcr] made some pertinent and 
commonsense suggestions about this also. Now Mr 
Major. having. you know, stated the aspiration, then 
failed to move forward to put forward propositions 
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about how tus can be brought about — | mean, what 
is his position on the tanaisie’s suggestions’ 
(Correspondent) | was going to ask you. Does it look 
as if he has agreed that strand four is in Washington, 
three years out? [as heard) 


{Adams} Well, I don't know how you can say that. 
He certainly has said that it should be removed as a 
blockage, but what's the agenda, what's the structure 
for doing it? Has he accepted the tanaiste’s suggestions? 
Has he accepted some other commonsense suggestions 
for doing it? We don't know. 


(Correspondent) Well, it's there to be discussed, pre- 
sumably, but at least he has moved, some would say, 


{Adams} Well, you see, the English language is a most 
ambiguous language. That's making a virtue out of a 
necessity. We all know they can’t go on forever, but do 
we know that they can only go on for six months’? Do 
we know that they can only go on for nine months’ 


(Correspondent) Surely what he's saying there, though. 
is that they can’t be allowed to be dragged out forever 


by people who might wish to” 


[Adams] Then he needs to, as a British prime minister, 
to agree with the Irish taoiseach, and in consultation 

other parties, put forward an agenda and a 
structure which creates a dynamic to make sure that 
doesn’t happen, because he isn’t a spectator here, and 
you know, I'm not a student of the English language 
bul t expect Mr Major to say these will be 
dragged on forever. | accept and | welcome the implicit 
suggestion in that remark that there will have to be a 
timeframe. Now I want to know what the umeframe 
is. And this has to be seen in the context of Sinn 


having played a very constructive role in ai of 
and | 


back to the IRA and say that this would be a good 
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{Adams} Well, I'm not even going to get into speculat- 
ing into that because one of the difficulues that | have 
seen happening over the last week or so is that Sinn 
Fein has been lumped into this and the voters who will 
be voting for us have had this extra hurdle to cross. Of 
course, | want to see an end to all armed actions, but 
the IRA don't need me to translate this for them. They 
are quite literate and I'm not going to speculate. 


{Correspondent} They might be interested in your inter- 
pretation, though. 


{Adams} Well, | am giving you my interpretauon. | am 
telling you that Sinn Fein needs to be there on the basis 
of the other parues because we will have a mandate to be 
there. I'm telling you that I agree with Mr. Major that 
decommissioning needs to be removed as a blockage 
and we have made suggestions, and others, including 
the tanaiste, have made suggestions, and | would like to 
know how Mr. Major intends to accomplish the removal 
of decommissioning as a blockage if he is senous. I'm 
telling you that | welcome the suggestion that there be a 
uumeframe here, but I think it's interesting and useful to 
know, not on 10 June but before 10 June. I mean, surely 
the Insh officials and the British officials can work out 
all of these”? 


{Correspondent} But the question was: Will you seek to 
influence the IRA now, given Mr. Major's comments” 


[Adams] Well, | am about the daily business, and | 
have been for the last three years, and especially since 
the IRA cessation collapsed in the wake of the peace 
process collapse, | have been in daily contact with a 
whole range of people secking to do that, and | will 
contunue to do that. But if you're posing the question to 
me: Am | dashing off to meet the IRA on the foot of 
Mr. Major's statement’ No, 'm not 


[Correspondent] And you won't be recommending a 
cease-fire at this point’ 


{Adams} It isn't a matter of me recommending a cease- 
fire or not. When | go, if | need to go to the IRA, 
I want to go to the IRA on the bases that I'm going 
to succeed. At the moment. I'm more concerned with 
making sure that those who vote for our party have 
their nghts upheld by the Insh Government as well a« 
the British Government. And then, comung back to Mr 
Major's comments, let us build upon what appears to 
he positive clements of ths How do we do thal? We 
get Mr. Major to spell out the structures, to agree with 
the Dublin government on exactly what sort of agenda 
will create the dynamac which is necessary 
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UK: Paisley Opposes Raising Constitutional Link at 
Talks 

LD1505122096 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 1128 GMT 15 May 96 


[By Deric Henderson) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Rev lan Paisicy will walk 
away from the negotiating table if the consututional link 
is raised at all-party talks on the future of Northern 
Ireland, he warned today. 

The union with Britain, he said, would not be up for 
discussion once all sides sit down together on June 10. 
Mr. Paisicy, leader of the Democratic Unionist Party, 
said the people of Northern Ireland were the only ones 
who could negotiate it. The Republic's government must 
have no involvement. 


He said: “Any attempt by the British and Irish govern- 
ments, the SDLP or the IRA to put the union on the 
table is something we would not tolerate for a second. 


Mr. Paisiey’s threat came as London and Dublin held 
out hope the Provisionals will call a new ceasefire which 
will enable Sinn Fein to go to the negotiating table. 


But even if the IRA call a halt to thew renewed 
campaign, Mr Paisicy insisted he was not prepared to 


meet the republican leadership face to face while the 
terrorists retained their weapons. 


Sinn Fein is among the parties involved in the May 
% elections to the new Northern Ireland forum, and 
campaigning was under way across the province today 
in the run up to the June 10 talks. 


Mr. Paisicy said the decommissioning of IRA guns must 
be top of the agenda. 


He said: “The silence of their guns can never bring 
lasting peace in Ulster. Only the surrender of those 
weapons can bring about that result. Guns cannot be 
talked away. They must be seized or surrendered” 


UK: Republican Sources Say Chances of Cease-Fire 
‘Sttght’ 


MS1505124796 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
14 May % po 


[Report by Maol Muire Tynan: “Bruton. Major Discuss 
Plans by Phone’; received via Internet} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The Taoiseach, Mr Bruton, and 
the Brosh: Prime Minister, Mr Major, have had a 20- 


mente telephone conversation as part of the campaign 
‘he way for all-party talks on June 10th 
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A Government spokesman in Dublin said last night's 
discussions, the second between the two leaders in a 
week, “made progress on all the main issues” and proved 
“very useful and constructive” in preparing the ground 
for next month's negotiations. He said the contacts 
“between the Taoiseach’s Office and Downing Street” 
would conunue. 


Sources would not speculate on whether the Taoiseach 
urged the Prime Minister to deliver the kind of as- 
surances Sinn Fein is demanding on the quality of 
all-party negotiauions, decommissioning and an agreed 
time-frame. It is thought that such a statement from Mr 
Major would assist in the reinstatement of an IRA cease- 
fire but Governmen: sources are insisting it is up to Lon- 
don to decide how to handle its own approach. 


Meanwhile, the chances of the IRA restoring the cease- 
fire before all-party talks on June 10th are only “slight” 
according to senior republican sources. Despite growing 
speculation in some political and media circles that the 
IRA might soon reinstate its August 1994 “cessation”, 
republican sources warned against false optimism. 


“The IRA is open to looking at any proposals which 
might lead to a restoration of its ceasefire but it will not 


give the Briush government the benefit of the doubt on 
this occasion. It must be tied down. If the IRA believes 
that the prevarication that happened before will happen 
again, there will be no ceasefire’, one senior source 
added. 


There 1s also strong “suspicion” in the IRA that the ne- 
gotiauions will ulumately lead to an internal setUement, 
a feeling that could scupper hopes of a restoration of its 
ceasefire. “An internal solution, dressed up with a few 
cosmetics such as co-operation between the two tourist 
boards, will not suffice”, the source added. The leader 
of the Progressive Democrats, Ms Mary Harney, sa 4 
it was vital” that the IRA ceasefire be renewed ahead 
of elections. “If Sinn Fein is looking for meaningful 
negotiations, it should use its influence to secure a re- 
instatement of the IRA ceasefire. In the absence of a 
ceasefire, the mandate which Sinn Fein itself secures in 
the forthcoming clections will be, at best, ambivalent’. 
she added. 


Crivcising some umonist politicians for suggesting that 
the date for all-party talks could be put back if they 
did not receive guarantees on decommissioning, Ms 
Harney said the last thing needed was to become bogged 
down on ths issue. The ground rules for negotiations 


already provided adequate safeguards about the way 
decommissioning would be dealt with, she sad. 
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Ireland: Bruton Appeals for New IRA Cease-Fire 


LD1605111196 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1059 GMT 16 May 96 


(By Chris Parkin} 

(FBIS Transcribed Text) Irish Prime Minister John 
Bruton today made a direct new appeal to the IRA to 
reinstate its ceasefire following John Major's newspaper 
assurances on next month's all- party talks on Northern 
Ireland. 

He said all parties in the Dublin parliament had agreed 
the conditions had now been created for an “urgent” 
return of the IRA's cessation of violence. 


Commeating after the [RISH TIMES publication of the 
Prime Minister's article, Mr Bruton told the Dail: “There 
is unanimity in this house on the ceasefire issue.” 

His remarks followed opposition party welcomes for the 
“conciliatory tone” of Mr Major's newspaper assurances 
on the June 10 negotiations. 

Mr Bruton said to the IRA: “Please restore your 
ceasefire now. Don't delay any longer, restore it straight 
away. 


“Then the talks will not only be truly inclusive but also 
ultimately successful.” 


Mr Bruton - whose comments secured all-round Dail 
approval - said there was now a parliamentary consensus 
that the conditions had been fulfilled for a new ceasefire. 
There was unanimity on that point. 

Of Mr Major's article he declared: “This British Prime 
Minister is deeply engaged and interested in ens ning a 
solution is found in those negouatons. 


IRELAND 1s 


“He could not be more committed to that end. | think 
that is very clear from his arucie.” 


Mr Bruton also stressed that the United States admunis- 
trauon and Congress on a biparusan basis were focused 
on solving the problem “a (us ume”. 


He added: “That focus exists now. If the opportunity 
created by that focus 1s frittered away because Sinn 
Fein cannot partucipate because the IRA will not have a 
ceascfire, it will not be easy to reassemble that biparusan 
focus in the U.S. on finding a way through these difficult 
issues. 


Mr Bruton - responding to Fianna Fail opposiuon 
queries - insisted that a umetable for progress from 
the talks of about a year was in existence - though the 
parties could agree to a quicker timeframe. 


Progressive Democrats opposition leader Mary Harney 
said she parucularly welcomed Mr Major's “assurance” 
that the terrorist arms decommissioning issue would not 
block the all-party negowations. 


She warned, though: “We musi ensure we are not going 
to endanger the peace process by engaging in a war of 
words or analysing it to death. 


“There is an enormous opportunity now and we must 
not let it be frittered away. It must be grasped by the 
poliucians in Northern Ireland, who have to go into the 
talks willing to compromuse. 


“The Sinn Fein leadership must use their influence to 
get the ceasefire restored,” she said. 
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Germany: Tietmeyer Emphasizes Stability in EMU 
AU 1505140896 Frankfur/Main FRANKF URTER 


RUNDSCHAU (Frankfurt and Europe supplement) 
in German 14 May p 6 


{Intervew with Bundesbank President Hans Tictmeyer 
by Bernd Wittkowski; place and date not given: “Sta- 
bility Tradition of Frankfurt”) 


(FBIS Translated Text] [Wittkowski] Mr. Tictmeyer, 
would you be very sad if European Economic and 
Monetary Union [EMU] were not launched at the 
beginning of 1999 as scheduled” 


[Tietmeyer] In my view, the issue of EMU is not a 
question of being sad or happy, but one of reason. What 
matters are the right conditions. Then EMU can produce 


important economic and political progress for Europe. 


(Wittkowski} The Bundesbank mostly creates the im- 
pression that it is not too enthusiastic about the idea of 


European integration. Your and your colleagues from 
the Central Bank Council tend to appear as warners. 


Why is there so much skepticism” 


[Tietmeyer] In my view, the word skepticism is not 
appropriate. It would be right to speak of a realistic 
approach. The Bundesbank is in favor of EMU and 
more far-reaching integration in Europe, but, as I said, 
under the nght conditions. Insisting on that might appear 
as skepticism. Nevertheless, it is our job to insist in 
compliance with these conditions, for only then will we 
achieve sustained progress in Europe. It is because we 
are committed to Burope that we see it as our duty to 
be so imsistent. 


[Wittkowski] You — the Bundesbank or even you per- 
sonally — have been accused of undermining the EMU 
politically and psychologically, “disrupuve acuon™ has 
become quite frequent for you. 


Teineyer] What we do certainly has nothing to do 
with “disruptive action.” We are trying to build — in 
construction terms — a solid foundation and the nght 
structure for the entire process. A structural engineer. 
a construction expert who shows up what is necessary 
might appear as a warner to some. Yet, in reality, he 
is the one who makes sure that the building will be 
durable. 


[Witthowski) The Maastricht Treaty was written with 
significant German participation, now the German side 
has imitated an additional staMlity pact, and the Bun- 
deshank wants to extend its instruments of monetary 
policy as much as possible to Europe, and so on. As 
far as Monetary politics is concerned, should Burope be 
cured in the German way? 
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[Tietmeyer} Certainly not. First, we are in agreement 
with many other central banks on many points. Quite a 
few of those banks have concepts and instruments very 
similar to ours. Yet, even in other respects our policy is 
not guided by the idea that Europe should be cured in 
the German way. On the other hand, one cannot say thal 
something is wrong because it is successful. AnJ if one 
sets out to build EMU, one will very well have to ask 
what has so far proved successful. And we are, indeed, 
of the opimion that our set of instruments has proved 
successful, that our policy — that 1s, monetary stability 
in Germany — was by and large more successful than 
the policy pursued by many other countries. In thai 
respect we are, of course, convinced that taking over 
the substance of our positions would be of utmost 
importance for the stability of the future Euro. lt would 
be abnormal not to advocate that. 


[Witkowski] Some of the 14 partners believe rather in 
their own concepts of monetary policy. 


[Tietmeyer} The result will, of course, have to be a 
compromise. Only, | am convinced that this compromise 
should include as much of our own set of instruments 
and activities since we want to have a Euro that is as 
Stable as the miark in the long run. 


[Wittkowski] Would the future EMU be of a different 
quality if the European Monetary Institute (EMI), as a 
forerunner of the future Eurobank, were not headquar- 
tered in Frankfurt but in another country” 


[Tietmeyer] This location is certainly promoting the 
continuation of a successful stability tradition. That is 
why the decision in favor of Frankfurt was of advantage 
not only for the city of Frankfurt but for ali of Europe. 
(her aspects speak in favor of Prankfurt, too, for 
example its airport. Almost all participants can fly to 
mecungs from thew respecuve capitals and return on 
the same day. 


[Wittkowski] These are certainly advantages. Neverthe- 
less, are there not also disadvantages produced by the 
closeness between the EMI and the Bundeshank”? Peo- 
ple abroad will certainly suspect that the EMI is under 
the thumb of the Bundeshank. 


[Tietmeyer] This impression would be wrong, and is 
certainly not shared by any of the officials involved. 
The EMI has cnough sovereignty. | have one vote in 
the EMI Council, one vote of 16. And the commutiees 
are made up of people from all countries. Moreover, | 
would like to point to a special expenence menuvioned 
to me by EMI President Lamfalussy. He said that the 
fact of bemmg here in Prankfurt and Germany is of 
greatest importance for him, because he is now able to 
understand certain positions much better — for example. 
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the fundamental importance of monetary stability and 
te bead banking structure in this country. This is not 
directly related to the closeness between the EMI and 
the Bundesbank, but with the fact that Mr. Lamfalussy 
and his staff have familiarized themselves with the way 
of thinking of society, the economic community, the 
banks in this country through personal experience. This 
way of thinking is not the same everywhere in Europe. 


[Witkowski] When some politicians talk about Maas- 
tricht, one gets the impression that they never read the 
treaty. Fundamental contents of the treaty are again and 
again challenged or reinterpreted. What is, by compar- 
ison, the situation like in the EMI Council? Is there a 
basic consensus on the essential points of the treaty and 
their implementation’? Or do you have to defend your- 
selves ayainst atlempts to water down the convergence 
— 

Neime yer} All central bar’ governors know the treaty 
very will. This also appl for our employees. In the 
EMI, ip the Council and the committees there is a clear 
importam basic Consensus, namely that the Euro must 
become . ctable currency. However, one must not forget 
that cach central bank has its national environment. And 
this is where different experiences come in. However, 
what counts is that none of the central bankers has so far 
pleaded for watering down the convergence criteria. We 
wil! see at the end of this year whether this consensus 
will hold in the future, too. Then we will be facing a test. 
In 1996 the EU will, for the first ume, have to examine 
whether these criteria will be fulfilled. And during that 
test run one will see what the interpretation looks like 
in cach individual case. That is an important test for the 
EMI. 


[Wittkowski} We talked about the importance of Prank- 
furt as the seat of the EMI and the future Burobank for 
EMU. What will be the advantage for Frankfurt as a 
financial center to harbor this institution? 


[Tietmeyer}] All in all, it is of course positive for 
Prankfurt and for its future as a financial center. 


Nevertheless, | must port out that the division of 
tasks within the European Central Bank system between 
headquarters and the national central banks 1s still open 
in certain points. However, we must also be aware 
that one advantage of Germany as financial center will 
disappear in EMU: the advantage of the stable mark. 
This advantage will then be shared by all financial 
centers within the Euro area together with the Euro. 
In that respect, international competition will certainly 
become stiffer. That is something of which all players 
must be aware and prepare for. 


[Wittkowski} The effect that Prankfurt would attract for- 
eign banks. which one expected when it was decided to 
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headquarter the EMI there, has so far not been over- 
whelming. On the contrary, German banks have moved 
important activities to London and further upgraded 
that place compared to Frankfurt. Don't you find that 
strange? 

[Tietmeyer] We are in a preparatory stage. One has to 
wait and see what the effect will finally be. The question 
why some banks are shifung parts of their activities 
has to be answered by those very banks; it's been thew 
decision. All | would like to say in this connection is 
that not all arguments that one has heard are really 
justified. I think that the banks must consider very weil 
where they want to carry out their activities in the long 
run. On the other hand, Frankfurt and German financial 
centers must sull do a lot to maintain or further develop 
their attractiveness against the background of stuffiening 
compeuuon. 

[Wittkowski] What does the Bundesbank have to do to 
increase their attractiveness? 

[Tietmeyer] The Bundesbank must, first and foremost, 
take care of stability policy as long as it is responsible 
for it, and I must advocate this policy in a European 
central bank system. However, the Bundesbank cannot 
assume the responsibiliuies of the banks. The most 
important thing for us is that the product remains stable 
Where the conditions to deal with it are best depends on 
the entire environment. This ranges from tax policy to 
the entire policy of a region or city, the attitude toward 
international activities, and even the language. | am glad 
that with the Center for Financial Studies, Frankfurt will 
now set up an institute that, in addition to traditional 
activiues, will offer practice-near training in the area of 
financial market activities. That is important. 


[Wittkowski] You forgot to mention the minimum- 
reserve policy. 


[Tietmeyer] I have certainly not forgotten u. The 
minimum reserve is part of the efficiency of Germany's 
stability policy. | cannot look at the product without 
the necessary set of instruments. Incidentally, we have 
considerable reduced minimum reserves. We regard the 
current level as “fit for Burope.” | assume that we will 
also have a common regulation on minimum reserves 
in EMU. When assessing the competition effect of 
the current minimum reserve one must, by the way. 
also look at the total picture; one must no limit one's 


judgment to a single instrument. 

[Wittkowski] Don't you like the role of a “promoter 
for Prankfurt as financial center, a role some bankers 
thought the Bundesbank should pl»y’ 


[Tietmeyer] We are responsible for stability policy and 
it 18 NOt Our immediate role to promote the financial 
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center. That is not the Bundesbank’s job. However, there 
is another aspect: Frankfurt is not the only financial 
center in Germany. And, considering its inner structure, 
the Bundesbank is not an institute thal must look a 


[Tietmeyer}] Upon entering EMU it will become part 
the bank system, headed by a 
national central 
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myself as president of an institution that will become 
part of a larger system, but will not be swallowed by 


Germany: Court Approves Asylum Law 
Amendments 


AU1SOS 100896 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 15 May 9 pl 


[Report by Ursula Knapp: “Karlsruhe Approves Asylum 
Compromise” } 

(FBIS Translated Text) The Federal Constitutional 
Court 


[BVG) im Karlsruhe has ruled that al! the 
restrictions of the asylum law adopted in 1993 arc 


GERMANY 
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constituuonal. The Second Senate approved the thad 
country rule, the list of “safe countnes of origin,” and 
the airport rule. The BVG restricted the possibility for 
persons with negative asylum decisions to appeal to the 


airports to file an appeal against their asylum decision. 


According to the asylum law, poliucally persecuted 
persons continue to have the mght of asylum. But in 
1993, the Bonn ruling coalition, together with the So- 
cial Democratic Party, voted to restrict the asylum’s 
laws provisions considerably. The BVG has 


The BVG upheld the three new changes to the asylum 
law. According to the first change, refugees who arrive 
in Germany from a “safe third country” have no right 
of asylum in Germany and may be turned back at 
the German border. No procedures are envisaged for 
recognizing a refugee’s claim that he would suffer 
persecution were he to return to a third country tha 
is considered to be safe. 


Refugee organizations have complained that. for in- 
stance, the Czechs and Austrians simply send rejected 
refugees to Countries where their safety cannot be guar- 
anteed. The BVG grants the state a certain freedom to 
decide what is a safe country and what is not. Accord- 
ing to the legislators, the safety of refugees in a third 
country has been recognized. A person in such a cal- 
egory cannot request Germany's protecuion by arguing 
that he would be subject to exceptional persecution in a 
third country. Nevertheless, the BVG offers protection 
against deportation in an emergency. for instance when 
a refugee could receive the death sentence in a third 
country of when ‘paruculas curcumstances” compel a 
country to abandon its Geneva Convenuon obligations 


The BVG also confirmed that refugees who wrive in 
Germany from a so-called safe country of ongin have no 
right of asylum. The authorives and the legislators must 
examine the circumstances in the country in questvon. A 
country can be classified as safe only if all ethnic groups 
in thal country chjoy nationwide protection agains 
political persecution 

The fact that a country still imposes capital punishment 
does not automatically cachude it from the list of safe 
countries. The types of crime that carry the death 
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semtence and whether a far trial 1s guatantced are more 
important. The BVG has merely to establish whether a 
country’s classify.avon as safe is “justified” and based 
on “sound reascms” 


The accelerated asport procedure 1s also conststuvonal, 
sad the BVG. Nevertheless. the judges sand that the 
Federal Office for the Recogmuon of Foreign Refugees. 
which is the first to interview asylum seckers af the 
airport and decides on ther applications, must take a 
refugee’s difficulty in communicating into account. 
Finally, the BVG restricts the nght of a refugee, whose 
asylum apphcavon has heen rejected apparently without 
jusufication, to apply to the court to seek a preliminary 
postponement of his deportation A complaint aga ast 
the constitution 1s not a legal instrument. according to 
the BVG. 


Germany: Court Ruling on Asylum Receives Mined 
Reaction 


AU1S08144396 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 15.16 May p2 


[Report by “mewhjh": “Kobi: | Am Very Satisfied With 
Karlsruhe Court Ruling on Asylum’ | 


(PBIS Translated Text} Bonn/Dessau — The Karlsruhe 
Federal Consututional Court ruling on the asylum law 
has heen received by the Federal Government and the 
coalton parves with substantial satisfacvion It is tue 
that the Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] — 
which is one of the architects of the current asylum 
regulavon of 1993 — also commented favorably on the 
ruling. but « reiterated its demand for an immigration 
law for Germany. Among the Greens, human nights 
organizations, and the office of the United Nations 
High Commussoner for Refugees [UNHCR]. however, 


Dessau: “| am very satisfied with the ruling. lt will be 


very helpful in coming developments Federal interor 
Minister Manfred Kanther (CDU) in Bonn called the 


GERMANY 19 


bass” for the way the asylum law should be dealt with 
and applod. Foreign Miniter Kiaus Konkel (PDP) sao 
now the Federal Republi could push the harmonization 
of the asylum law also in the European framework 


The CDU/CSU fully weicomed the ruling. Al then 


unjwoduct ve asylum debate had heen prevented 


SPD Federal Manager Kiaus Mucnicfering spoke of a 
decision serving legal security. But now the Federal 
Government should also implement what had heen 
left open of the asylum compromm of 199) — a 
immgrabon law. Deputy SPD Group Leader Onto 
Schily expects the Federal Government above all to 
put the Federal Constitutional Court's provisions on an 


Greens 
Kersten Muciler described the ruling as a bitter defeat 


The UNHCR particularly regretted that the court has ac. 
cepted the turd country regulation without substantia! 
corrections.” Thus Karlsruhe had failed to follow the 
UNHCR 's recommendation to grant asylum-seckers an 
effective opportunity to refute the presumed security in a 
turd country Amnesty International spoke of a serous 
sethack for politically persecuted people The danger of 
chain deportations of pobucal refugees to ther Country 

to he banned The Pro Asylum 
orgamizabon sand with the court ruling. ranson d cia 
had heen placed “shove human nghu 
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France: Poll Shows Majority Want Referendum ca 
Single Currency 

BRIOOS143596 Paris LE FIGARO in French 

10 May % pS 


[Report by Jacques Fleury: “Poll Results — French Say 
No to Single Currency”) 


(FBIS Translated Text} The switch to the European sin- 


(between 
7 and 8 March on a sample of 961 people) highlights 
the skepucism of the French people. This skepticism 
pervades al) political parties and every level of society. 


a verifica om of the commitment made by society in the 
Treaty of Maastricht. 


Maasirictt’? The debate is continually bouncing back. 
Constantly since the start of Jacques Chirac’s presi- 
dency, the majority, and the Rally for the Republic party 
[RPR| in particular, has appeared melancholy. Melan- 
choly in the face of the Brussels technocrats who impose 
their regulations and directives on the nation’s repre- 
sentatives. Melancholy in the face of the “convergence 
criteria’ that appear to shackle initatives and create un- 
deremployment. Even if it does still simmer under the 
surface of the majority, tus debate has lost a lot of its 
stung since Phulyppe Seguin publicly recogmzed the re- 
ality of European construction. Of course, the National 
Assembly speaker has not gone completely over to the 
pro-Maastricht cammp, but he has toned down his crit- 
cusms to take into account that fact that the French peo- 
pie voted yes im the referendum. Nothing more. How- 
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The creation of a new currency, the Euro, is rejected 
a large majority (57 percent versus 41 percent). The 
rejection rate is much higher among RPR supporters (6! 
percent) than in the Union for Prench Democracy (43 
percent). While the Preach do not want to receive ther 
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wages or pay for thei bread in Euros, 49 percent are 
agreed that a single currency is needed for Community 
business affairs, with the national currencies being 
retained for household consumpuon. It is true that the 
French are the undisputed champions of tradivonalism, 
with many still counting in terms of old francs which 
went out of circulation in 1958 

There is also a clear desire to retain national indepen 
dence. Thus, the idea of creating a European central 
bank that would decide on interest rates for the whole 
Community was ruled out by 58 percent of the poll 
Finally, and this is certainly the main lesson to be 
learned from this poll, the vast majority of Prench 
people (80 percent) want to be asked directly before the 
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Italy: Foretga Affairs Committee Chairman on 
NATO Reform 

BRI40S 140896 Rome L'UNITA in talian 14 May 
pp i.6 


16 May 1996 





Burrmungham). Our allies, carvculatly those in Europe, 
woul be wrong to regard 11 as a sporadx display of bad 
temper by an haly deprived of its seal among the chosen 
few. The problem is a more general onc, and it arises 
both in Brussels (where both NATO and the European 
Union have their headquarters) and in New York The 
logx of co.lective security brooks no enhancement. not 
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to mention (as in the case of NATO) muduplcation, of 
the logic of leaders. Its first thought ts to endow all 
states involved with full responsitility in Ccomphance 
with the letter and the spirit of the rules om force in the 


Organizations to which they belong 
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palace in Helsinki, date not given. recenved via Internet) 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) The President of Finland, Mr 
Martw Abusaati. taday begins a Unree- day state visit to 
ireland. Elected in February 1994 on a Social Demo- 


with a number of garda and dipiomats 
Before tis election he was secretary of state wf the 


i 
: 
, 


Mr Abusaan said he Jooked forward to heanng from the 
Government shout its plans for the Insh EU presidency. 
inchading on unemployment 

The two countries have a good deal in Common in a- 
proacting the Inter-Governmental Conference — to pro- 
tect the interests of smaller states, to share the cxperi- 


and crisis management is effectively drawn upon in the 
Buropean context 
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Mr Abusaari 1s struck by “the enormous intellectual and 
strategx changes tha have taker place in Europe snce 
the cad of the Cold Wa". Finland used the opportunity 
to clanify us posipon in Europe. thereby bolstenng is 
security. But « holds out for an mndependent defence. 
born of the Detter experience of alone 

the Soviet Union in the Winter War of 1999-1940 


EU membership has reinforced Pinn:sh self-confidence 
and identity in relavon tc Sweden and Russia, as 
Gid Ireland's in relation to Brita. “We have a 
more natural relavonship with Russia Finns would he 
surprised if you were to say they are afraid of Russa 
or Russians” rather than of soecific problems, such as 
nuclear plants. Trade is pickong up again and border 
security holds better than before 


“We feel very strongly that the cachusion of Russia 
would be a disastrous development. If we want peace 
then we have to have the Russians here” This means 


security of lead to new dividing lines” 


Mr Abtsaari will not comment directly on the issuc 
of Nato versus EU enlargement. “Those who want to 
jor Nato should have that mgt” He has put it to 
Russian leaders that they too must cxamune why states 
im central and eastern Europe ech want to joa Nato 
should genuinely feel so insecure. For Finland thus is a 
crucial matter, given its sponsorshep of the Baluc states 
a prospective EU members, especially Estoma, with 
which it has very close political and ecconomuc tes 


Finland and Sweden have recently put forward a paper 
fee the 1GC im which hey ague that all EU states 
should have an cqual right to be involved im setting 
out a mandate for peace-keeping and crisis Managemen! 
tasks undertaken on its behalf by the Western European 
Union. This is to ensure that those states that ae not 
members of an alliance have the night to partucipate and 
influence security aTangemnents 


Finland, unlike ireland. has pouned the Partnership for 
Peace organisation ascciated with Nato. but does pot 
intend jounmng the alliance. Mr Abtisaan says He ts frost 
impressed with the Implementavon Force in Bosma — 
Ifor — in which Finnish troops serve with Nato forces 


“Laboratory 1s absolutely the nght word to descrife tha 
for shows thal whatever your Chosce ts about pomng an 
alliance, you can sull make a contrihuvon to European 


security 
Since Pinland joined the European Union last vear, a 


decmmon he supported and campaigned for. sew proce. 
dures have been claborated for sharing respons Mines 
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with the prime minister and his cabinet to reflect the  [Deryabin, in Swedish] I do not want NATO getting any 
dual domestic and international nature of EU business. _— closer to our borders, whatever country that may be. 
They have a streamlined and open quality that might {Palojarvi) Deryabin understands that the matter is 
— —A— being discussed in Finland. However, he is happy that 
every week to discuss policy and the forthcoming Policy with regard to military alignment. According 
week's agenda. The parliament's EU commitce is ‘© Abitisaari, Finland continues to pursue a security 
briefed about it too, so that it keeps abreast of the Policy based on independent defense and military non- 
running EU agenda. alignment. 

The dual representation of and aileletes [Deryabin}] Not only the actual debate but the fact that 


in a confirmation that his country is taking rapidly and 
naturally to its new international involvement. 


LD 1305193796 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network 
in Finnish 1430 GMT 13 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Prime Minister Paavo Lip- 
ponen is caling urgently for a national Russian strat- 
between Finland and Russia. 
could develop into a 
for Northern Europe which enterprises 
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direct link with . According to Kuzarov, the EU 
membership has thus become a clear obstacle to trade. 


Ambassador Yuriy Deryabin, who is representing Rus- 
sia’s political will in Finland, does however thing differ- 
ently from his compatriot. In Deryabin's view, Finland's 
EU membership benefits Russia too, because funds from 


President Ahtisaari has confirmed his policy, Finland's 
policy, are important to me. [end recording] 


Sweden 


Sweden's Chances of Joining EMU Assessed 


BR1505103496 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
(Naringsliv Section) in Swedish 12 May 96 p 4 


[Report by Mats Hallgren: “Unequivocal Answer to 
Question of ERM Membership Lacking”) 
[FBIS Translated Text) Brussels — Must Sweden 
participate in the European Exchange Rate Mechanism 
(ERM) to retain the option of joining Economic and 
Monetary Union (EMU) at a later date? 


This question is being asked by the media and in 
political and financial market circles more or less 
every day. Sometimes the answer is yes, sometimes 
no, depending on whom you ask. The EU Commission 
said unequivocally yes. The Bank of Sweden and the 
government just as confidently said no. So who is right? 


Constant Exchange 


There is a constant exchange of rumors and interpre- 
tations between the financial markets and the financial 
meta on this issue. Keeping the issue alive might be 
good for banking business, but as far as the issue itself 
is concerned, it is rather unproductive. 


Because there will be no unequivocal answer to this 
question before the EU heads of state aid government 
make their decision in carly spring of 1998 on which 
countries will be allowed to take part in the final stage 
before EMU and move toward the common currency, 
the Euro. 


Some concise background information might perhaps 
explain why the issue is still being kept alive. 


There are a number of economic entrance requirements 
for EMU in the Maastricht Treaty. These so-called 
convergence criteria specify sound government finances. 
stable prices. and low interest rates. There is also a 
demand for stable exchange rates. 

















The ERM debate in Sweden concerns now the exchange 
fate requirement wil! be interpreted. 


This is what Article 109 j of the Maastricht Treaty says: 





If this quotation is read closely, you discover that it does 
aot expressly state that a country must be a participant in 
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In addition, the Commission in its interpretation refers 
to a special protocol to the Maastricht Treaty, specifying 
the convergence criteria and stating that it is actually a 
— 





This would seem to settle the issue, you might think. 
made by small aewcomer S weden can 
hardly be considered to take precedence over the tresty's 
guerdians,” the Commissios, and Buropeans 
cooperation 's founding countries. Germany and Prance. 
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lmpartial Interpretation 


An impartial interpretation of the Maastricht Treaty 
would probably also lead to the conclusion that it is 
both curreacy stability and participation in ERM which 
are intended by the convergence criterion. 

As the big EMU decision will be made in March-April 
1998, and as the criterion is ERM participation for two 
years, the Swedish krona should today have been part 
of ERM for several months. But this is obviously not 
the case. 


Has Sweden thereby already disqualified itself for 
participation in EMU in January 1999” 

The big EMU decision in the spring of 1998 will cer- 
tainly be an economic decision based on the Maastricht 
Treaty. But above all it will be a political decision made 
by the EU countries’ highest political authorities. They 
will allow fiexible interpretations of all the convergence 
Criteria if they really want to launch EMU. 


If Sweden at that point can point to a stable krona for 
over two years and fulfill the other convergence criteria, 
and, in addition, can produce a positive EMU decision 
from the Riksdag, Sweden will probably be admitted to 
EMU without taking part in the actual exchange rate 
mechanism. 


But the final answer to this question will come only 
when the political EMU decision is taken in the late 


spring of 1998. 


Sweden: Prime Minister Assesses Ties With Norway 


BR15S05121296 Stockhoim SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 14 May 96 p i4 


{Report by Bjorn Lindah!: “Goran Persson Adopts New 
Tone in Norwegian-Swedish Cooperation” } 

(FBIS Translated Text) Oslo — Prime Minister Goran 
Persson is tired of the Norwegians harping on Sweden 
about buying Norwegian satural gas. Nor docs he 
believe that a new investigation of the intelligence 
services of the kind that has been undertaken in Norway 
is needed. 


This became clear when Goran Persson visited his 
Norwegian counterpart, Gro Harlem Brundiland, on 
Monday [13 May). The fact that it has taken 53 days 
for the two to find an appropriate date was explained by 
the Swedes as a result of Brundtland’s full agenda 


Clase Friends 


ht is something of a generation shift for Swedish- 
Social Democratic relations. After the war 


{former Swedish Prime Minister) Tage Eriander and 
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Norwegian Prime Minister Einar Gerhardsen were close 
friends and worked closely together during the many 
years that they held power in their respective countries. 
While both Olof Palme and Ingvar Carisson were 
“Erlander’s boys” on the Swedish side, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland almost grew up in Einar Gerhardsen's lap. 
Goran Persson does not have the same emotional ties to 
Norwegian- Swedish cooperation and he adopted a new 
tone in interviews with Norwegian press already before 
the visit. 

“Why is Norway harping so much about gas? There 
are many countries that want to sell energy to Sweden. 
One of them is Norway with which I would be glad to 
cooperate in many ways. But there is a tendency both 
in Finland, Russia, and Norway to want to arrange our 
energy supply and tell us what to do. Enough is enough. 
We will take care of this ourselves,” Goran Persson said. 


That Sweden and Norway cooperate closely and thereby 
are dependent on cach other is demonstrated not the 
least by the conflict in the engincering industry that 
broke out in Norway on Monday [13 May]. In three 
days it might lead to both Volvo and Saab having to 


FBIS-WEU-96-096 
16 May 1996 


stop their car production due to lack of Norwegian 
parts. Little was said in the unique investigation thal was 
done in Norway about how close cooperation has been 
in another area, i.c., between the intelligence services. 
The Norwegian review, which exposed the different 
intelligence services in detail, does not inspire Persson 
to do something similar. 


“In Sweden we had our debate about the intelligence 
services in connection with the Is [Military Intelligence 
Service] affair. The issue has been investigated carefully 
several times since then and I do not see any reason for 
a new investigation,” he said. 


Agreed in Principle 


Although Sweden left EFTA [European Free Trade As- 
sociation} one and a half years ago and became a mem- 
ber of the EU, the trade policy obstacles that resulted, 
primarily for the food industry in both countries, have 
not yet been resolved. However, this is no longer due to 
either Sweden or Norway, which are agreed in principle 
both on that issue and on the neighboring country agree- 
ment on fish. However, the other EU countries must be 
convinced before the obstacles can be removed. 
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NC1505200996 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 

in English 13 May 96 p A3 

[Editorial by Ilnur Cevik: “Could We Scrap a Western- 
Dominated Provide Comfort?” 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Turkey is preparing to offer to 


kind 
Iraqi Kurdish leaders led by Jalal Talabani and Ma‘ sud 
Barzani. Ankara has the means and tools to achieve this. 


On the other hand, convincing the Western allics as well 
as the United Nations Security Council, which mandated 
Provide Comfort, may also prove to be a hard task. 


However, the Arab states which "> so concerned about 


the territorial integrity of Iraq anu who may oppose a 
dominated version of Provide Comfort at the 
Nations 
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to use Jordanian airfields to perform similar duties like 
Provide Comfort in southern Irag. Thus, it seems Turkey 
remains solidly the best bet for the Western powers as 
a key location to actively monitor Saddam's activities 
against northern Iraq. 

The Western powers have failed to get the lraqi Kurdish 
leaders to sign a deal where some kind of authority can 
be restored in nori.ern iraq where PKK activities can 
be curbed and Ankara’s deep concern can be addressed. 


Thus they too seem to be running out of options. 
Half solutions on Provide Comfort will not satisfy the 
Turkish public and will make life difficult for everyone. 
So if the Turkish offer is to be rejected then the United 
States has to come up with something acceptable, not 
only to the fragile government, but to the Turkish people 
as well. 


Turkey: Gonensay Comments on Foreign Policy 
Issues 


NC1505142696 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 14 May 9 


[Report by Yusuf Kanli — received via Internet} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] ASHGABAT- Foreign Minis- 
ter Emre Gonensay said Turkey does not aim to restrict 
free navigation through the strategic Turkish Straits but 
cannot ignore the security aspect cither. 

In an exclusive interview with the TDN [TURKISH 
DAILY NEWS), the foreign minister stressed that the 
1994 Straits Regulation measures, which was approved 
by the International Maritime Organization (IMO), 
was regulating traffic through the straits, but Turkey's 
experiences showed that additional security measures 
were required in order to cope with the increased traffic 
and the increased risk for Istanbul, the largest city in 
the country. 


Hinting that the new measures Turkey is planning to 
introduce for passage through the straits would not be 
restricted to additional traffic regulauons, Gonensay said 
that “besides regulating traffic through the straits, there 
is the issue of the type and design of the vessels as well. 
Our prime concern is to increase security in the straits.” 
Without making direct reference to the “free navigation” 
stipulation of the Montreux convention, which restored 
Turkish sovereignty over the straits, the minister said, 
“Our prime concern is to decrease the risk of accidents 
in the straits and thus decrease the risk for Istanbul and 
its 12 million people.” 


Summarizing the new straits policy of Turkey as “to take 
ajequate measures to decrease the msk of collisions or 
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accidents and to decrease the impact of accidents,” the 
minister said the new regulations “may ask for certain 
standards for oil and other cargo vessels.” 
Gonensay said that with the new measures Turkey will 
also aim to increase the capacity of straits as much as 
possible. But he said he was not optimistic that the 
capacity of the straits could be increased by very much. 
He underlined that th “ew measures Turkey would take 
He also stressed that Turkey was obliged to urgently 
complete the straits signalization project for which a 
tender had not yet been invited. 

Turkish and Greek FMs to meet in Toronto, Berlin 


natural thai he would come together with Pangalos at 
the meetings, as well as at social events, where they 
would be able to discuss bilateral relatioy~ between the 
two countries. 

The minister said he would then go on to Berlin for a 
meeting of the NATO Ministerial Council. He said that 
Pangalos would also be at the Berlin meeting and that 
they would be able to meet there as well. 


and rocky outcrops will start in Geneva after May 25. 


Gonensay said two diplomats from the cach country 
would attend the Geneva meetings. He said that the task 
of the diplo ‘s would be to define the “gray area” in 
the Acgean « . that they would try to reach an accord 
satisfactory to both countries. 
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Gonensay said that if Turkey and Greece go to arbitra- 
tion or to the European Court of Jusuce in The Hague 
over the Acgean isicts, Greece should cither provide 
guarantees to Turkey, regarding demulitarization of the 
Acgean islands and the six-muile territorial waters in the 
Aegean, or agree to take those two issues to the court 
as well. He said that Turkey would not accept anything 
less than that. 


Underlining that Turkey did not expect any major move 
from Greece for better relations with Turkey before the 
forthcoming congress of the ruling Pan-Hellenic Social- 
ist Movement (PASOK), Gonensay said that Greek For- 
liament, the hawks in PASOK and the European Union. 
He said that while the Greek Parliament and the hawks 
in PASOK were accusing Pangalos of treason, because 
he unconditionally met with the Turkish foreign minister 
in Bucharest last month, EU ministers were pressuring 
Greecs <9 lift its veto of funds for Turkey. 


Gonensay said that European countries are velling 
Greece that since Turkey is willing to discuss all 
outstanding problems with Athens, the Greek veto was 
unjustifiable and should be lifted. “I have spoken with 
many of the European foreign ministers. They are all 
saving that since Turkey is declaring its readiness to 
talk with Greece, the Greek acceptance of taking only 
one outstanding issue with Ankara and with only one 
method to the court, is not sufficient grounds to build 
a veto on. | wrote to the EU term president, the Italian 
foreign minister, some 15-20 days ago and explained 
our position regarding these issues.” Gonensay said 
seeing thal it does not have a sufficient reason to 
continue its veto. Greece is trying to exaggerate issues 
with Turkey in order to provide legitimacy to its 
position. 


Regarding the proposal to declare the islets and rocky 
outcrops as “free areas, Gonensay said no-one can 
decide on that unilaterally. 


Won't Agree to Accession of Cyprus Before 


handle its rights derived from the 1959-1969 London 
and Zurich accords with a positive and constructive 


The London and Zurich accords bar Cyprus from 
becoming a member of any cconomic, military or 
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political organization in which both Greece and Turkey § to Washington and explain once again the Turkish po- 
are not already members. sition. 

Gonensay said that if and when a Cyprus solution was = tie said he will be meeting with Defense Secretary 
reached, Turkey would look at the circumstances of its = wijjiam Perry, as well as Secretary of State Warren 
bid to become a full member of the EU and would then = Ctyissoniner and National Security Adviser Anthony 

















make a decision regarding the island's membership. Lake at the White House. 

Responding 

initiative on He ) 

anucipefion | talk 

aboul a ncw Operation Provide Comfort and Cyprus. 

initiative may 

elections in 

Goneasay , 

Denktas 

that United Nations Secretary-General Butrus Butrus- _tion with President Suleyman Demirel, Prime Minister 

Ghali had proposed. He hinted that Ankara believed Mesut Yilmaz and True Path Party icader Tansu Ciller 

the United States should 

and abilives 

Athens 

He said 

on the id, “In I 

optimistic. can tell you that the Foreign Ministry undersecretary is 

Visit to the United States not changing. Nor are we changing the undersecretary 
of MIT (the National i i ). The 

Gonensay said his visit to the United States, scheduled high oy py «sh, eases 

for May 19, is primarily aimed at explaining the Turk 

ish position regarding problems in bilatcral tics with The TDN has lcarned that an ambassadorial decree 

Greece. Gonensay said that since President Suleyman _ thal would appoint twenty ambassadors to various posts 

Demirel’s visit to the United States, the Greek prime has been prepared and is waiting for the approval 

minister and the president had both made separate vis- by the prime minister. However, ambassadorial posts 

its to Washington to explain the Greek viewpoint. Thus to Prance, the United States and NATO will remain 

be considered now to be an appropriate time to travel untouched, according to ministry rumors 
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